How do I Find the Key Signature for a Major Scale?

You have been asked to play a D major scale on your instrument.  How do you find the key signature for D major?

Step 1:  Remember Father Charles!

· Write out “Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle” 3 times!
     F  C  G  D  A  E  B      F  C  G  D  A  E  B      F  C  G  D  A  E  B

Step 2:  “Lower the Left” and “Raise the Right”!

· Lower the group of notes on the left by adding flats to each note, raise the group of notes on the right by adding sharps to each note.

 Fb Cb Gb Db Ab Eb Bb   F  C  G  D  A  E  B   F# C# G# D# A# E# B#

Step 3:  How many steps from “C”?

· For all MAJOR scales, start at “C”.  

· Locate the letter name of the scale you wish to find the key signature for.  For example, if you want to find the key signature for D major, locate the letter “D” on the key signature finder.

· Now, beginning on “C”, count how many steps, or letters you have to pass, to get to “D”.

Fb Cb Gb Db Ab Eb Bb   F  C  G  D  A  E  B   F# C# G# D# A# E# B#

                                    … 1… 2
C    D = 2 steps

Step 3: Did you travel towards the sharps or flats?

· When you moved from C to D, did you travel in the direction of the sharp side of the key signature finder, or the flat side of the key signature?

Fb Cb Gb Db Ab Eb Bb   F  C  G  D  A  E  B   F# C# G# D# A# E# B#

                                    C      D  =  in the direction of the sharp side

Step 4: Add it up!

· So, if you add it together, you travelled 2 steps in the direction of the sharps!  The key signature finder is telling you that:

D Major = 2 sharps

Step 5: Keep it in order!
· The key signature finder will help you solve one last detail: now that you know how many sharps or flats are in your key signature, you will need to know which notes will be sharp or flat.

· The order of the sharps and flats are already written out for you in the key signature finder, written in the direction you would travel (from the middle group out).

Fb Cb Gb Db Ab Eb Bb   F  C  G  D  A  E  B   F# C# G# D# A# E# B#

      Order of flats                             Order of sharps

· Now that you have discovered that the key of D Major has 2 sharps, the order of the sharps on the key signature shows you that the first 2 sharps are F# and C#!  

Remember:  The sharps and flats are always presented in the same order!  

  2 flats = Bb, Eb



6 flats = Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb       

Therefore:

The Key Signature of D Major has 2 sharps, F# and C#
